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Of a Strange and Sudden [ 
APPARITION 
OF AN 
ARCH-ANGEL 
FD 


OLD-BAYLY, 


Monday March the Seventh, 1680. Engliſh Stile, 
BETWIXT 


The Hours of Three and Five in the Afternoon, to 
the great Aſtoniſhment of the Courr and 
all that were preſent, 


Dedicated to all ye Miniſters and Church-Wardens 
of the whole Nation, 
es BR=IN > =” O08 cod 


By an Eye-witneſs of the Apparition, 


ROM. it. 22. 
Thou that abhorreſt Idols, doſt thow commit Saeriledge ? 
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Printed in the Year, 16g. 
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A 
NARRATIVE 


OF A 


Strange and ſudden «Apparition of an Arch-Angel at the 
Old-Bayly, on Monday March the 9th. 1680. 


IN CE Monday the Seventh inſtant,when Mr.Sherman Senior Church- 
warden of Alhallows Barkin pleaded guilty at the O/d-Bayly, to Mr. Whi- S_— 
taker's Indictment (which Mr. * Whitaker had before indited the Lord Ned. _ = 
Biſhop of London for keeping his Courts in his own Name) many of the Pari- the man, who 
ſhioners of Barkin, and others have complained to Dr. Hickes the Miniſter of 7 _ 
Barkin, of Mr. Sherman's manner of proceeding upon that Inditment (in Mayor of wer 
which the DoQtor, LeEturer, and Church-wardens were equally indited) n_—_——_ 
having gratified the enemies, and much offended, and ſcandalized the Friends gn theHouſe 
of the Government, and the Church. of Lords, for 
Upon theſe complaints the DoRtor, laſt Lord's day after Evening Sermon, $7; m_ 


called a Veitry, at which Nineteen of the Principal Perſons of the Pariſh all Pa excejt 
our. 


Veſtry-men did appear. 


As ſoon as they were ſet, and had heard the | Statute read, upon which the, 4#.3.and 4. 
Indictment was grounded, the Dottor upon Mr. Shermay's refuſal tobe preſent E4w.#7. 6.10, 
atthe Veſtry, made a report of his proceeding upon the whole matter, tellin 
them that Mr. Sherman had ated therein not only without, but expreſly againi 
his advice and conſent, he having rold him the Night before he appeared at 
the 0/d-Bayly, that he conceived it was their duty to conſult the Veſtry abour 
the manner of proceeding upon that Inditment, and that their defence /in his 
opinion) was neceſſary, and caſie ; Neceſſary, becauſe otherwiſe they ſhould ren- 
der his Majeſty's Chappels-royal, the Cathedrals, and Collegiate-Churches 
and Chappels, and moſt of the Pariſh-churches of this City and Kingdom ob- 
noxious to the laſh of every factious and diſaffetted perſon, upon the account 
of the Church-ornaments : And Eafie, becauſe the Figure, for ſuffering of 
which they were IndiQted, had not the ſhape of the Statue of St. Michae/ the 
Archangel, nor was ever reputed the Image, or called by the Name of any 
Saint whatſoever, but as we could make it appear by the Teſtimony of Hun- 
dreds yet living in the Pariſh, had been made, and ſer uP (in the late times of 
»ſurpation) upon the Clock, or Hand-dyal, between Time on one hand, and 
Death on the other (whoſe Figures are yet to be ſeen) and Mat when the 
Clock was ſet over the Organ about Six years ago, it was ſet as an ornament 
over the Ten Commandments, where it ſtood unobſerved by himſelf, and many 
of his Pariſhoners till the firſt report of the Inditment, when Mr. Sherman 
was Foreman of the _—_—— the Seſſions before Mr. Whitaker did really 
indiCt it : He alſo added, that he then told Mr. Shermas, that they had time 
enough to conſult the age and take joynt-meaſures, being nor obliged to 
anſwer to the Indictment till the Seſſions in Eaſfter-week, | 

That notwithſtanding this advice, andentreaties uſed to Mr. Shermasx not to 
appear at the private Seſſions occaſionally held the next day, that he privily 
took down the ab. jo commonly called the Angel. (becauſe it had a Trumper © 
at his mouth, and had written on a label hanging upon his Breaſt, ARISE 
YE DEAD, AND COME TO JUDGMENT) conveighed it to the 
O/a-Bayly, and there pleaded guilty ro po Indictment, and after the Court 
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was riſen would have given away the Figure, but that he was forbidden by the 
worthy Mr. H:zter the other Church-warden, who made it be brought back 
to the Church, from whence on Wedzeſday Morning laſt, the faid Mr.Shermaz, 
withour the knowledge of rhe Doctor, or Mr. Hunter, privily took it away by 
a Porter, «pony ow Mr. Sherift Bethe! had demanded it by virtue of an 
Order made by the Court for demoliſhing of it, although the Court upon his 
pleading Guilty on the one hand, and Mr. Sheriffs urging the deſtruCtion of it 
on the orher, could not be prevailed with to make any tuch Order, thinking 
the Indicment trivolous and groundleſs. 

Afier the Doctor had related thele, and many other particulars, the Veſtry 
gave him their thanks tor his care in this buſinefs, and for endeavouring to pre- 
lervethe Peace, and good order of the Pariſh, and forthwith reſolved (nemine 
contradicente) that it.was their opinion that Mr. Sherman «pon the whole matter 
had afted arbitrarily and irregularly,and that he onght to have conſulted the Veltry, 
and taken their dire(t ions how to proceed upon the Indi ment. 

They alſo (as we are informed) declared that this Order was not intended to 
a ur & them trom a further againſt the ſaid Mr. Sherman, as here- 
after ſhould be thought fit: Andupon this occaſion exhorred one another to 
be very careful, and unanimous in the next Election of their Yeſt7y-mex in choo- 
ling ſuch as were Loyal and good Church-men into the vacant places, where- 
upon ſome Knights, and many other Gentlemen of undoubted Loyalty, and 
adherence to the eſtabliſhed Protettant Religion, were mentioned as fit for 
that truſt, 

As the Miniſters and Church-Wardens of Barkiz have been Inditted for 
ſuffering the Image of S. Michae/the Arch-Angel, in the Pariſh-Church, as 
the Learned Indicter firſt pleaſed ro call the foreſaid Figure : fo if hecan find 
colour for it in any old Statute, he may as juſtly Indict them again for ſufter- _ 
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_*M3;, who with,his brother £x16/& Every Schbool-Boy can intorm the Grate 
ho. _ : - * . . 


------ were famous Deitics of old. 


And if he pleaſe to do ſo, he may add by the merit of the aCtion to the for- 
mer reputation, which he hath got by preſenting the _— ; Which after it 
had eſcaped the Sentence of deſtruction, which was hoped tor frcm the Court 
upon ſuch a ſurprize, a Gentleman would have bought at the purchaſe of a 
Guiny tohave (er upin his own Pariſh-Church. I ſuppoſe that Gentleman 
feared not a ſecond Indictment, being either a good Lawyer himſelf, or as ha- 
ving heard one of the beſt Lawyers of the Nation, I mean Mr. Recorder, reply 
to one of the Loyal Aldermen, whoasked him by what Statute, that Figure 
produced inthe Court, could be Indifted ? By none that he knew. The ſame 
Honourable Alderman asked one, who pleaded hard againſt the harmleſs Sta- 
tie, what that writing was upon his Breaſt? ARISE YE DEAD 
AND COME TO. JUDGMENT, faith he: Ap, that's it ( re- 
plied he ) which, I fear, offends you, you cannot endure to be reminded of the Laſt 
Tudament, the thaughts of it, perhaps, are troubleſome unto you : And when the 
lame Gentleman {till perſiſted to have it Sentenced to the Flames, ſome remote 
Voices were heard to ſay, Let him have it to burn in his Kitchin. I have onl 
one obſervation to add, That in the beginning of the Late Times the Pariſh 
of Barkin was the firſt Pariſh, and Dofor Layfeild late Miniſter of ir, the firſt 


Minitter of London, who was troubled upon the account of ſome little Images 
inthe work of the Corer ofthe Font, which the Factious people of that time 
reproachfully called, The Gods of Barkin, God Almighty, who equally hates 
Sacriledge, and Idolatry, and Schiſm, and Scdition as much as other ſins, 
divert the Oe, and blaſt the deligns of all tlioſe on either hand that ſeek the 
deſiruCtion of this truly perſecuted Church. Amen. 
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